
     North Carolina Carry Laws 

 
 
          Type of Carry Allowed: Concealed or Open  
 
 Restaurant Carry Section 14-269.3: Yes. Not in any location that sells alcohol for consumption.  
 
  Note: You must inform a Police Officer if your armed at a traffic stop.  
 
      RESTRICTIONS  
 
         § 14-269.2 
 
Weapons on campus or other educational property: (4) Weapon. - Any device enumerated in subsection (b), (b1), or (d) of this 
section. (b) It shall be a Class I felony for any person to possess or carry, whether openly or concealed, any gun, rifle, pistol, or other 
firearm of any kind on educational property or to a curricular or extracurricular activity sponsored by a school. However, this 
subsection does not apply to a BB gun, stun gun, air rifle, or air pistol.(b-1)It shall be a Class G felony for any person to possess or 
carry, whether openly or concealed, any dynamite cartridge, bomb, grenade, mine, or powerful explosive as defined in G.S.14-
284.1, on educational property or to a curricular or extracurricular activity sponsored by a school. This subsection shall not apply to 
fireworks. (c) It shall be a Class I felony for any person to cause, encourage, or aid a minor who is less than 18 years old to possess 
or carry, whether openly or concealed, any gun, rifle, pistol, or other firearm of any kind on educational property. However, this 
subsection does not apply to a BB gun, stun gun, air rifle, or air pistol.(c-1 It shall be a Class G felony for any person to cause, 
encourage, or aid a minor who is less than 18 years old to possess or carry, whether openly or concealed, any dynamite cartridge, 
bomb, grenade, mine, or powerful explosive as defined in G.S. 14-284.1 on educational property. This subsection shall not apply to 
fireworks. 

Section 14-269-3 
Assemblies and establishments where admission is charged. Section 14-269-4 

Government Building. 
Section 14-415.119[c] 
Financial Institutions. 
Section 14-415.11[c]: 
Correctional Facilities. 

Section 14-277.2 
Events that occur in the public [I.e. Parades, picket line, funerals, demonstrations]. 

Section 14-415.11[c] 
Wherever a posted notice or statement has been displayed banning firearms. North Carolina Highway Patrol 

 
§ 14-415.11 

Permit to carry concealed handgun; scope of permit.  

(a) Any person who has a concealed handgun permit may carry a concealed handgun unless otherwise specifically 
prohibited by law. The person shall carry the permit together with valid identification whenever the person is 
carrying a concealed handgun, shall disclose to any law enforcement officer that the person holds a valid permit 
and is carrying a concealed handgun when approached or addressed by the officer, and shall display both the 
permit and the proper identification upon the request of a law enforcement officer. In addition to these 
requirements, a military permittee whose permit has expired during deployment may carry a concealed handgun 
during the 90 days following the end of deployment and before the permit is renewed provided the permittee also 
displays proof of deployment to any law enforcement officer.  

 

 



(b) The sheriff shall issue a permit to carry a concealed handgun to a person who qualifies for a permit under G.S. 14-415.12. The 
permit shall be valid throughout the State for a period of five years from the date of issuance.  
 
(c) Except as provided in G.S. 14-415.27, a permit does not authorize a person to carry a concealed handgun in any of the 
following:  
 
(1) Areas prohibited by G.S. 14-269.2, 14-269.3, and 14-277.2.  
 
(2) Areas prohibited by G.S. 14-269.4, except as allowed under G.S. 14-269.4(6).  
 
(3) In an area prohibited by rule adopted under G.S. 120-32.1.  
 
(4) In any area prohibited by 18 U.S.C. § 922 or any other federal law.  
 
(5) In a law enforcement or correctional facility.  
 
(6) In a building housing only State or federal offices.  
 
(7) In an office of the State or federal government that is not located in a building exclusively occupied by the State or federal 
government.  
 
(8) On any private premises where notice that carrying a concealed handgun is prohibited by the posting of a conspicuous notice 
or statement by the person in legal possession or control of the premises.  
 
(c1) Any person who has a concealed handgun permit may carry a concealed handgun on the grounds or waters of a park within 
the State Parks System as defined in G.S. 113-44.9.  
 
(c2) It shall be unlawful for a person, with or without a permit, to carry a concealed handgun while consuming alcohol or at any 
time while the person has remaining in the person's body any alcohol or in the person's blood a controlled substance previously 
consumed, but a person does not violate this condition if a controlled substance in the person's blood was lawfully obtained and 
taken in therapeutically appropriate amounts or if the person is on the person's own property.  
 
(c3) As provided in G.S. 14-269.4(5), it shall be lawful for a person to carry any firearm openly, or to carry a concealed handgun 
with a concealed carry permit, at any State-owned rest area, at any State-owned rest stop along the highways, and at any State-
owned hunting and fishing reservation.  
 
(d) A person who is issued a permit shall notify the sheriff who issued the permit of any change in the person's permanent address 
within 30 days after the change of address. If a permit is lost or destroyed, the person to whom the permit was issued shall notify 
the sheriff who issued the permit of the loss or destruction of the permit. A person may obtain a duplicate permit by submitting to 
the sheriff a notarized statement that the permit was lost or destroyed and paying the required duplicate permit fee. (1995, c. 
398, s. 1; c. 507, s. 22.1(c); c. 509, s. 135.3(e); 1997, c. 238, s. 6; 2000-140, s. 103; 2000-191, s. 5; 2005-232, s. 3; 2011-268, s. 14.). 

§ 106-503.2. 
Regulation of firearms at State Fair 

 
(a) Except as otherwise provided in this section, the Commissioner of Agriculture is authorized to prohibit the carrying of firearms 
in any manner on the State Fairgrounds during the period of time each year that the State Fair is conducted. (b) Notwithstanding 
subsection (a) of this section, any prohibition under this section shall not apply to the following persons: (1) Any person exempted 
by G.S. 14-269(b)(1), (2), (3), (4), or (5). (2) Any person who has a concealed handgun permit that is valid under Article 54B of this 
Chapter, or who is exempt from obtaining a permit pursuant to that Article, who has a handgun in a closed compartment or 
container within the person's locked vehicle or in a locked container securely affixed to the person's vehicle. A person may unlock 
the vehicle to enter or exit the vehicle provided the firearm remains in the closed compartment at all times and the vehicle is 
locked immediately following the entrance or exit." 

 



§ 14-415.21. 
Violations of This Article Punishable As an Infraction. 

(a) A person who has been issued a valid permit who is found to be carrying a concealed handgun without the permit in the 
person's possession or who fails to disclose to any law enforcement officer that the person holds a valid permit and is carrying 
a concealed handgun, as required by G.S. 14-415.11, shall be guilty of an infraction and shall be punished in accordance with 
G.S. 14-3.1. In lieu of paying a fine the person may surrender the permit. (a1) A person who has been issued a valid permit who 
is found to be carrying a concealed handgun in violation of subdivision (c)(8) or subsection (c2) of G.S. 14-415.11 shall be guilty 
of a Class 1 misdemeanor. (b) A person who violates the provisions of this Article other than as set forth in subsection (a) or 
(a1) of this section is guilty of a Class 2 misdemeanor. (1995, c. 398, s. 1; 2011-268, s. 21(a); 2013-369, s. 16.)  

§ 14-269.4. 

Weapons On Certain State Property & In Courthouses. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to possess, or carry, whether openly or concealed, any deadly weapon, not used solely for  
instructional or officially sanctioned ceremonial purposes in the State Capitol Building, the Executive Mansion, the Western 
Residence of the Governor, or on the grounds of any of these buildings, and in any building housing any court of the General Court 
of Justice. If a court is housed in a building containing nonpublic uses in addition to the court, then this prohibition shall apply only 
to that portion of the building used for court purposes while the building is being used for court purposes. This section shall not 
apply to any of the following: (6) A person with a permit issued in accordance with Article 54B of this Chapter or considered valid 
under G.S. 14-415.24 who has a firearm in a closed compartment or container within the person's locked vehicle or in a locked 
container securely affixed to the person's vehicle. A person may unlock the vehicle to enter or exit the vehicle provided the firearm 
remains in the closed compartment at all times and the vehicle is locked immediately following the entrance or exit. Any person 
violating the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor."   

§ 14-269.2 
Schools, Public or Private, All Levels Including Universities. 

(k) The provisions of this section shall not apply to a person who has a concealed handgun permit that is valid under Article 54B of 
this Chapter, or who is exempt from obtaining a permit pursuant to that Article, if any of the following conditions are met: (1) The 
person has a handgun in a closed compartment or container within the person's locked vehicle or in a locked container securely 
affixed to the person's vehicle and only unlocks the vehicle to enter or exit the vehicle while the firearm remains in the closed 
compartment at all times and immediately locks the vehicle following the entrance or exit. (2) The person has a handgun concealed 
on the person and the person remains in the locked vehicle and only unlocks the vehicle to allow the entrance or exit 49 of another 
person. (3) The person is within a locked vehicle and removes the handgun from 1 concealment only for the amount of time 
reasonably necessary to do either of the following: a. Move the handgun from concealment on the person to a closed 
compartment or container within the vehicle. b. Move the handgun from within a closed compartment or container within the 
vehicle to concealment on the person  
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512 N. Salisbury St. 

Raleigh, NC 27699 

919-733-7952 

 

 

 

 

 


